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1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 October 2003 , 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Pedersen (US 5,862,348). 

Pedersen discloses the following: 

Claim 13, a network server connected to at least one client through a network, 
comprising: 

a main server (master network information server, col. 2:63-64) for accepting an 
initial connection request from said client (col. 3:14-23); and 

a plurality of sub-servers connected to said client after acceptance by said main 
server (26, 26' in Fig 1), 

wherein said main server provides to said client information relating the sub- 
servers on acceptance of an initial connection request from said client (col. 3:17-22); 

said client is connected with one sub-server based on said information relating to 
the sub-servers (col. 3:17-22); 
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said one sub-server provides to said client said infomriation relating to the sub- 
servers on acceptance of a sub-server connection alteration request from said client 
[Sub-server may also serve as an information server node, col. 2:64-66. Furthermore 
all of the sub-servers provide to the client, infonnation relating to the sub-servers on 
acceptance of a sub-server connection alteration request from the client (depending on 
the current client's application, the sub-server provide connection request through the 
master network infonnation server node; col. 3:5-22)]; and 

said client connects to another sub-server based on said information relating to 
the sub-servers (col. 3:17-22). 

Claim 14, memory that stores the conditions of said plurality of sub-servers, 
wherein said main server and said plurality of sub-servers acquire information relating to 
the sub-servers by accessing said memory (master network Information server node 
inherently has a memory that stores the condition of the plurality of sub-servers; col. 
3:5-7, 3:10-13). 

Claim 15, each of sub-servers writes its own information to said memory (col. 
3:7-10). 

Claim 16, a network system comprising: at least one client (col. 3:14); and 
a network server including a main server (master network infonnation server, 
col. 2:63-64) that accepts an initial connection request from said client and a plurality of 
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sub-servers connected to said client after acceptance by said main server (col. 3:14- 
22), 

wherein said main server provides to said client information relating the sub- 
servers on acceptance of an initial connection request from said client (col. 3:14-22); 

said client is connected with one sub-server based on said information relating to 
the sub-servers (col. 3:14-22); 

said one sub-server provides to said client said information relating to the sub- 
servers on acceptance of a sub-server connection alteration request from said client 
[Sub-server may also serve as an information server node, col. 2:64-66. Furthermore 
all of the sub-servers provide to the client, information relating to the sub-servers on 
acceptance of a sub-server connection alteration request from the client (depending on 
the current client's application, the sub-server provide connection request through the 
master network information server node; col. 3:5-22)]; and 

said client connects to another sub-server based on said information relating to 
the sub-servers (col. 3:14-22). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Black et al. (US 6.038,599) discloses a main server (matchmaker server) for 
accepting an initial connection request from a client, and providing the client information 
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relating to a plurality of sub-servers (abstract). The matchmaker server can be one 
designated server, or a plurality of servers. 

Boll et al. (US 5,655,72) discloses a main server (communication interface 24, in 
Fig. 1) for accepting an initial connection request from a client (12-16, in Fig. 1), and 
providing the client information relating to a plurality of sub-servers (28-36 in Fig. 1). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jasson Yoo whose telephone number is (571)272-5563. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Olszewski Robert can be reached on (571)272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




